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WORLDWLDE AFFAIRS 


USSR-INDIAN SATELLITE TESTS COMPLETED 


LDO70022 Moscow TASS in English 1545 GMT 6 Feb 81 


[Text] Moscow, 6 Feb, TASS=«Teste of the technological model of India's fourth satellite, 
SEO=2, have been completed. Now scientists, specialists and designe-s, have begun making 
the flying model of the satellite which is to be launched in the third quarter of this 
year, Juet ae India's first satellite, Aryabhata, and ite second satellite Bhaskara, 
the fourth one will be launched from Soviet territory by 4 Soviet booster rocket and put 
into » etreular orbit with a height of about 500 kilometers. 


A new branch of industry, space industry, has been built up in India with Soviet assistance. 
A space center has been established in the suburbs of Bangalore where a series of acien- 
tific satellites are being developed. 


The fourth Indian satellite will differ from ite predecessors in equipment and purpose. 
Ite main task is to make a series of observations of the earth and water suiface in the 
interests of the Indian national economy. 


Indian specialists will be given an opportunity of using the Soviet ground station 


Medvezhyi Ozyora for receiving information and for directing the sateliite during the 
early days of its flight. 


CSO: 5500 











WORLDWIDE AFFAIRS 


DALEFS 


TANZANIA, FRG FINANCE CENTERS=-The FRG has agreed to finance the project for the in- 
stallation of telecommunication centers throughout the coumtry, the TANZANIA NEWS 
AGENCY [sentence as heard]. The centers are expected to be installed this July. A 
statement signed after negotiations between the FRG NEWS AGENCY and political offi- 
clale said both sides agreed that the project would be implemented in phases. It is 
estimated that the first phase of the project, which will be for the financial year 
1981-82, will cost 13 million shillings and will include the installation of centers 
for receiving and transmitting news to various areas in the country, and to the TAN- 
ZANIA NEWS AGENCY offices in Kampala and Maputo. The report added that in view of 
the existing system of news in the world, Tanzania sees the new project as an import- 
ant and indispensable step for development which the government is committed to sup- 
port fully. [Text] [LD042318 Dar es Salaam Domestic Service in Swahili 0700 GMT 

4 Feb 81) 


NEWS AGENCIES POOL MEETING--Belgrade, 10 Feb (TANJUG)--The sixth regular meeting of 
the coordination committee of the pool of news agencies of the nonaligned countries 
is to be held in New Delhi 16018 February. TANJUG will be represented at this meet- 
ing by a three-man delegation. The delegation will be led by Aleksandar Bakocevic, 
director general of TANJUG, and its members will be Pero Ivacic, chairman of the 
pool coordination committee, and Milenko Babic, foreign political editor. [Summary ] 
[LD101010 Belgrade TANJUG Domestic Service in Serbo-Croatian 0742 GMT 10 Feb 81, 
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(NTER=ASIAN AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


TAIWAN, ROK NEWS PACT--Taipei, 8 Feb (CNA)--The CENTRA’ NEWS AGENCY, INC. of the 
Republic of China and the YONHAP NEWS AGENCY of the Republic of Korea have signed 

a news exchange agreement. The agreement signing was motivated by the sincere de- 
sire to promote their mutual welfare in the interest of world and regionwide collec- 
tion and dissemination of accurate and impartial news. The agreement was signed by 
Frank C.C. Lin, president of CNA, and Kim Song-chin, president publisher of YONHAP, 
on behalf of their news agencies, respectively. The agreement shall take effect on 
January 1, 1981 for a period of two years, and be renewed automatically for the same 
number of years. Under the agreement, they will grant each other right to receive 
and distribute their regular newscasts and exchange newsletters and features. The 
agreement is made entirely on an exchange basis in the spirit of reciprocity and no 
monetary payment is involved. The YONHAP NEWS AGENCY is a merger of the HAPTONG NEWS 
AGENCY and the ORIENTIAL PRESS. [Text] [OW081405 Taipei CNA in English 1346 GMT 
8 Jan 81] 
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REFURBISHMENT, EXPANSION OF CABLE LINKS STUDIED 


Madras THE HINDU in English 13 Jan 81 p 7 


[Text] 


cso: 
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NEW DELHI | 

\ proposal to provide a 
cable ink from Bombay to 
region is under the con 
the Government Tha will 
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BRIEFS 


SATELLITE MARITIME TECHNOLOGY--India is poised for a leap into maritime space satel- 
lite technology in collaboration with the International Maritime Satellite Organiza- 
tion. An agency report says as a result of this India's ow rseas communications ser- 
vices will be able to provide satellite communications to ships and will set up apn 
earth station near Bombay to link up with the satellite. [Text] [BK101020 Delhi 
General Overseas Service in English 1000 GMT 10 Feb 81] 
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BRIEFS 


DOMESTIC SATELLITE COMMUNICATLON--Thailand will soon have a domestic satellite com- 
munication system via Palapa of Indonesia. The proposal of the Communications Min- 
ietry was approved by the cabinet. A master satellite station will be set up. It 
wil: facilitate local telecommunications, such as television networks. A contract 
for che use of 13 channels on Palapa has been signed and the term is for 5 years. 
These chennels have been made available for the use of the Supreme Command Head- 
quarters since October 1980. [BKO51157 Bangkok Domestic Service in English 0000 
GMT 4 Feb 80] 
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GUYANA NEWS AGENCY BEGINS TELEPRINTER OPERATIONS 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 5 Jan 81 pp 1, 16 


{Text } 


CSO: 


THE Gryana News 
Agency — Guyna — 
comes into operation 
today and will from now 
on issue regular 
bulletins from its 


foreign, city and rural 
desks. 


Guyna, whose Editor-in- 
Chief is former deputy Chief 
Information Officer, 
Courtney Gibson, is housed 
in the former Guyana 
Broadcasting -Service 
building on Hadfield Street, 
Lodge. 

The news agency will be 
linked by teleprinter to 
Guyana National 
Newspapers Limited and the 
Guyana Broadcasting 
Corporation. 

Guyna will place much 
emphasis on rural coverage 
with a view to improving the 
flow of news from the rural 
areas to the city. 

In keeping with this aspect 
up whereby the regions will 
be linked, by teleprinter, 
with the central operations in 
Ge orgetown. 

Editor-in-Chief Courtney 
Gibson yesterday disclosed 
that Guyna will be moving 
shortly to expand its services 
by appointing correspon- 
dents in the Caribbean. 


5500 


Earlier, in outlining the 
operations to his staff, he 
said that Guyna had 
agi.ements with two in- 
ternational sews agencies — 
Inter Press Service — Third 
World (IPS) with 
headquarters in Rome and 
Associated Press (AP ) based 
in New York. 

And, Information Minister 
Frank Campbell, in a brief 
rap session with the |7 staff 
members of the news 
agency, emphasised that 
Guyna was not set up merely 
to replace the Caribbean 
News Agency whose services 
to the Guyana Broadcasting 
Corporation, Guyana 
National Newspapers and the . 
Ministry of Informauon end 
at midnight on Tuesday, 
January 6. . 

According to Minister 
Campbell, the GNA would 
ba e® beeu established 
anyhow, in keeping with the 
Guyana Government's firm 
commitment to the establish- 
ment of a new International 
Information and Com- 
munication Order. 

The decision to establish 
the Guyana News Agency 
was ‘aken long before the 
Guyana Government decided 
to sever relaticaships with 
Cana, he added. 

The role of Guyna, the 
Minister explained, is to help 


in the earliest possible 
realisation of a new World 
International information 
and Communication Order. 

It will also be moving 
‘owerds helping in some 

mal way to correct a 
Situaioa where the Trans- 
Nationals exclusively control 
‘he international flow of news 

\ yee that monopoly to the 
disadvantage of Third W orld 
countries. 

Minister Camobell 
stressed that the Govern- 
ment of Guyana would be 
willing to re-establish li.’ 
with Cana and added that t), 
Government did not expect 
Cana to comply with any 
standards established by 
Guyana, but merely to its 
own charter and founding 
principles. 


Directing words of advice 
to the Guyna stafi, Minister 
Campbell urged the staff to 
combine humility with self 
improvement. 

They should = inform 
themselves of the concepts, 
ideas and principles of the 
new International Infor- 
mation Order * hose 
realisation it was their 
historical duty and privilege 
to help to promote, he added. 

A date is to be fixed for the 
formal launching of the News 
Agency. 

— GNA. 


GUYANA 














MAJOR BROADCASTING CHANGES SLATED TO OVERCOME LOSSES 


Kineston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 31 Dec 80 pp 1, 13 


| Text) 


M “er CHANGES are slated for 
the Jamaica Broadcasting Corpo- 
ration which incurred a deficit of 
$42,992 in 1972, $2,500,000 in 1979 
and between 1974 and 1979 was sub- 
sidised by $11,500,000 from public 


funds. 
This was disclosed yesterday in a matement from the 
Board of the JBC. signed by its chairman, Mr P.H.O 


Rousseau 

The Board said « had come to the conclusion that for the 
JBC to become self sulficrent and relevant tw the society 

major changes and reuructuring will hawe to be carried owt 

in the organmation 

The [BC has been the subject of much contcoversy particu 
larly on the period leading up to the October 96 General Elec 
von The waton has been cricwed for what observers say 
has been the dominance of lefat wews in news and feature 
progtamming 


Since the election an mmverim board headed by Mr 
Rousseau has been named to examine the operation of the 
Maton 

Following «@ the veat of hu marement veserday 

The Board of Directors of the Jamaica Broadcaning Cor 
poration w extremely concerned about the financial mate of 
the Corporation and ws conunued dependence on public reve 
nue Despue che fact chat the Corporauon controls the ma 
group of media outlets im thu country operating AM and 
radio mations and enjovs @ monopoly televinon franchue pub 


lc funds have had to be used to subsidue the Corporation 
During the period 1974-79 the extent of thu subsidy was 


my millon 
previous Adminwiravioe had conmdered to res 
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JAMAICA 
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fact chat the JBC in We present mate places & iremendous bur 
den on the public purse and will have to be 
light of whether or nor the B11 million ox 
from 1974-79 might nor hawe had a 
mpact if ned Sen “apne im other areas of (he society 
“What remlorces : 2 the a thet — 22 ** 
people programmes which ( veetas seation for ia 
comimued subsidy have nor placed the Corporation in @ posi 
on (© gam « larger percentage of 
: The 1979 A ai Report of the Corpor 
now ation 
che FES Cause Se & 0 panies 0 cose op to 
the ad revenue in the country. yet in 1070 
favion was able t© carn 18.5 per cont of the availa 


“Thee inability 00 atiract advervaing revenue io directly 
related to the low audience rating of the Corporation which 


herelore T — on _ sip eet rr q profi 
ion. in the pre period the yearly deficit of the corpo 

Faun had wmereased from 142.992 in 1972 wo $24 million in 

1 

‘The new Board of the Corporation has st ieell the tak 


of the society 
Board also beliewes thar the JBC can cons wo be a 
he prolewmonal worker 


if nd the > * ad 
sufficient and relevam to society Major and res 
iructuroma will have to be carried owt im the organisation 


~~ 














ST. LUCIA 





BRIEFS 


DIGITAL PHONE SYSTEM--London: Civil engineering work has begun at Sane Souci in 
St. Lucia on an advanced digital telephone exchange which will increase the 
capacity for handling calle on the island tenfold. Cables and Wireless Ltd., 

the British government telecommunications organisation announced recently that 

bh 4.5 million would be invested over the next five years to improve and expand 

the national telephone system on the island to make it among the most advanced 

in the Caribbean. A spokesman for the company said in London that the digital 
system, which involved translating speech into a digital code and then retrane- 
lating it back into speech, meant that calle could be carried free of inter- 
ference. Employing this method with control by computer, thirty conversations 
could be carried simultaneously on a pair of lines. The new exchange, which would 
only occupy a quarter of the space of the existing one, had the capacity to handle 
ten times as many calls.--LPS [Text] [Kingston THE SUNDAY CLEANER in English 

4 Jan 81 p 23) 


CSO: 5500 
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NORTH AFRICAN AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


ALGERTAN, MAURITANIAN NEWS AGENCIES--Algiers, 7 Feb (APS)=<-A cooperation agree- 
ment between the Algerian news agency (APS) and the Mauritanian one (AMP) was 
signed Saturday in Algiers by the director generale of the two agencies, 
Messers Mohamed Said and Sifi Ould Cheikh, This agreement which occurs at 

the end of the visit of Mr Sidi Ould Cheikh is to strengthen the relations 
between the agencies, particularly in the field of information. [Text] 

|Algiers APS in English 1454 GMT 7 Feb 81 LD) 


CSO: 5500 
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AFGHANISTAN 


SAWR REGIME PUSHES COMMUNICATIONS IMPROVEMENTS 


Cooperation with GDR 





Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 30 Dec 80 p 3 


(Text) Kohistani's impression, @ delegation to participate the Democratic Republic 
on COMECON Communia- in the communication con of Afghanistan in this res 
tion Conference. ference of COMECON me· pect. 

The people of Afghan) mber countries held in East During my stay, he add 
tan and German Democra- Berlin told the reporter of od | met Comrade Naim 
tic Republic have had ‘r Kabul New Times in an in. ep, member of GDR Politi 
endly relations since long terview: cal Bureau and GDR Depu 
and also our countries are On the instruction of the ty Prime Minister when hc 
considered as militants to. Democratic Republic of received the heads of  th« 
ward achieving peace, ir) Afghanistan I left for delegations. 
endship and mutual und ast Berlin at the head of Comrade Naiman pot 
erstandings among peop) & DRA communication de- only. reiterated the all-sid- 
all over the wor's. Afgha- lagation to participate 48 ed cooperation of his coun: 
nistan and GDR and thew 4 observer in the comm try to revolutionary Afgb- 
peoples are firmly determ- unication conference of CO- anistan but also drew the 
ined to carry on persistent MECON member countr attention of the other par- 
struggle for peace and in tes held sometimes ago. ih- ticipating countries to ex- 
ternational security, to |i 8 conference lasted for one tend their cooperation with 
mit day by duy the activi: week, and the field of commu- 
ties of war-flaring and be!. legetion presented it 
licose forces of impvrialism mecessary informaiton 





and reaction. and to how Afghanistan's communicati- GDR has contribute! mu 
the great banner of peace, Gh system. ch to the advancement of 
democracy and social proe- ’ scence and technology = in 


ress behind the fortresses Kohistan: 
of imperialism and coloma- deri 
liem. After the victory of ons 
the glorious April Revolu. Af from 

tion especially its new sta- oral discussion, I submitted cal deputy ministers of the 
ge relations between our written comprehensive in- Ministry of | Communicati- 
countries have further exp- formation in this regard to ons of the Soviet Union. We 


anded. the heads of participant de- theroughly exchanged op 
Making the above = state- tons 


lega 
ment, Khalil Kohistani, ad- port presented by the Afg- on problems. The Soviet si- 
ministrative deputy min- han 
ster of DRA Ministry of Co the interest of participan- extending further coopera- 
munications who had «o ts who promised not to tion to DRA in the field of 
ne 10 GDR at the head of spare any fraternal and communication. Moreover. 








we visited the communica 
tien installations which mu 
de « good impression on 

us. Afterwards, | met the 
minister and deputy min 
isters of the Ministry of Co 
munication of the Republic 
of Soviet Uzbekistan in 
Tashkent, In the meetings, 
views were exchanged on 
communication queslions, 
and both sides expressed 

readiness for still further 
mutual cooperation. 

The results of the DRA 


delegation contacts will 


GDR Minister of Commu 
nication, GDR Technical 
and Administrative Deputy 
Ministers, and GDR Te. te 
nival Deputy Miniwier can 
be positively evaluated = be- 
cause mutual interests were 
expressed for further con 
solidation and expansion o! 
communication cooperation 
Detwoen the both countries. 


The Afghan delegation 
observed the communicati- 
on apparatuses, automatic 
stutions of studio network, 
postal cenires and = establi- 
shments, the control units 
of television, and the pro 
duction plants of electrical 
and communication tacit: 
ies. Our observations de. 
monstrated to us thal the 
serious and undefatigeable 
work by the party, people 
and the Democratic Repub 
lic of Germany has given 
rise to great achievements 
in the field of technology 

The visit of the Alghun 
delegation to GDR and th 
cir participation in the con- 
ference, Kohistani went 
on, was useful and constru- 
ctive. The results of this 
visit can be summarised as 
follows 

1, Acquiring further in- 
formation on communicati- 


on systems, quality opera 
tion and application of co 
mmunication facilities ac 
cording to technical sta 
dard. 

2. Expansion of technica! 
cooperation to keep the pr- 
exent plants in operation 
and development of DRA. 
GDR cooperations. 


5. Consolidation and ex 
tension of mutual  relati- 
ons for securing possibility 
for further training of vo 
cational personnel, techni- 
cal cadres and tho solution 
of forthcoming problem, | 
can cite, he said, the fol 
wing points regarding GDR 
communication relations 
with our country: 

1 Purchase of communi. 
cation tools and facilities. 

2. A number of professi- 
onal personnel have aire. 
ady been trained in GDR 
and are engaged in DRA 
Ministry Communicali- 
on and the training of more 
personnel is planned 


3. The completion of pr- 
imary and final = survey. 
the completion and appii- 
cation of automatic excha- 
nge in Charikar, Puli-Kh- 
umri, Shiberghan in the ne- 
ar future Tt will be finan- 
ced from GDR credit. 

4. The completion of au- 
tomatic projects in Jalal- 
abad, Kunduz, and Ghaz- 
ni are also under considera- 
tion from GDR credit. The 
survey of these projecis 
will begin in the near fu 
ture 
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Development of Television 
Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 24 Dec 80 p 2 


(Editorial: "Television a Young Medium in Afghanistan") 


audience is growing but 


[Text] As 4 new and young med: 
the programmes are get- 


ium of Mass communica. 
tion in Afghanistan Lele ting diversified to cope 
vision is a very interest with the present-day 
ing and important me requirements of our pe- 
ans highly and enthus ople, taking the interest 
jastically received by the and taste of the families 
families here. It is espe. into consideration. 

cially attractive for the vely and use it for the 


children, There is no do We have been witnessing Public good especially 
our children who are go 


We must recognise that 
though television is one 
of the great gains achic- 
ved in Afghanistan since 
the victory of Saur Re 
volution the problem = is 
how to run it constructi 





ubt that television plays that many families have 
avery important role in replaced their small-size ing to make our future 
our contemporary socie- television sets with lar. ‘life. It is at this stage of 
ty. ge one and the white and the development of  to- 
black sets with coloured _—‘evision in our country to 
The job which television ones reflecting the gr decide what to give to 
performs today in our so- owing and greater inte ‘he audience, — especially 
riety makes possible the rest of the families in te- 3 ry 3 to 
eneral di 
general diffusion — of levision and the progra- At 4 


knowledge about life in mimes it carries. 





today’s world. It influen- 
ces Many aspects of our 
social, political and eco. 
nomic paterns of lite 
It is a crystal clear fact 

that the emergence — of 
television in Afghanistan 
as a major home enter- 
tainment medium has af- 


fected to certain extent 
all other media particu- 
larly radio and = cinem. 
as. 


As a new medium in our 
country and in the fare 
of the shortage of techni- 
cal personnel and = lack 
of experience on the purt 
of those newly drawa 
in this medium we can 
imagine what serious pr- 
oblems the television co- 
nductors are faced with. 

Despite many problems 
and in the face of lack 
ot facilities needed we 
happ ly see that not only 
the number of television 


No doubt during these two 


years since the emerg- 
ence of television in Af- 
ghanistan its popularity 
has grown much. 


The broadcast of free en- 


tertainment programmes 
by television has had pr- 
ofound effect upon te 
social habits and  progr- 
ammes of the families. 


Television has great im- 


pact on children. They 
are drawn and attracted 
by this medium more th- 
an others. The overall 
concern of children cd- 
ucators is the need for 
programme selection so 
that good quality prox: 
rammes educational 
contents could be  provi- 
ded by the television pr- 
ogramme directors and 
producers, taking into 
consideration the  speci- 
fic age groups of child- 
ren. 


very costly and expensive 
medium. In the present 
circumstances of the co 
untry when we are in ur 
eat need of social and 
economic development 
in different aspects of 
our life we must ma- 
ke certain decisions on 
how most efficiently and 
effectively to use televi 
sion to accomplish = the 
goals set in the light of 
the lofty aspirations of 
Saur Revolution. It must 
be used as powerful med- 
ium for instruction and 
educational and develop- 
ment purposes. Though 
it is an home = entertain- 
ment medium it must be 
used effectively as a tea- 
ching instrument to te- 
ach almost every kind of 
subject matter. It can be 
used for almost all age* 
and all educational le- 
vels. 











For instance it can be weed 
how to cultivate, how to 
lourn a lesson in echuol 
or at home, how to re 
pair the households, fur- 
nitures, automobiles, how 
to play different game» 
learn second language, 
acquire technical — skills, 
and play a musical inet 
rument. 


It is indeed a very effective 
tool to cultivate in the 
minds of pupils the qua. 
lities of a progressive and 
modern educational sy» 
tem to keep up with the 
the accelerating pace of 
the development of sc 
ence and technology 


The quiz programme of 
the DRA television is 
becoming more attracti- 
ve to the families The 
program attracts many 
school children. It gi- 
ves the listeners and au- 
dience a chance to find 
out about himself. A good 
number of them can co- 
mpensate for life's [ui- 
lures and can soothe their 
feelings for being so in- 
dolent about furthering 
his education. In this case 
it is playing as @ moti- 
vational tool to make up 
for their lack of inform- 
ation and knowledge. 


It has succeeded in urging 
a good number of the 
interested people to pre- 
pure themselves for a co- 
mpetition before a lar- 
xe =6 audience —s clustered 
around television sets 
listening to them with all 
interest and = curiosity 


CSO: 5500 


The answers provided by 
the participants of quiz 
programmes will halp 
the families and other 


people get diversified 
knowledge of the world 
they are living in. The 
gratification which the 
audience and listeners 
found in television — ser: 
ia's explains the selec. 
tive work of this medium. 


What is most important at 


this stage of the develo 
pment of television pro 
geammes is to guard our 
audience especially the 

children against the ne 
gative or unintended = ef- 
fects which thh medium 
of communication may 
put on them. It is said th 
at people and children 

are harmed by the crim- 
es, sex, and violence wh- 
ich a good number of 
television movie progra- 
mmes and serials expo 
se. What is needed now 
is to conduct a research 

study and work out a 
well-thought strategy for 
the television program- 
mes to help the audience 
learn more without  be- 
ing adversely affected by 
the negative effects of 
the programmes carried. 
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MOROCCO 


BRIEFS 


LISBON=RABAT PHONE LINK=-The new Portuguese government may have misgivings about 
Moscow's war in the Western Sahara, but a communications agreement between the two 
countries will always make Lisbon wary of irritating King Hassan. Morocco holds 

a vital key to the improvement in relations between Portugal and its former Afri- 
can colonies, an improvement the Portuguese have been striving for ever since they 
broke up their colonial empire after the 1974 revolution, That key is an agree- 
ment between the Moroccan government news agency MAP and Portugal's state-owned 
news agency ANOP, under which MAP transmits the ANOP service to West Africa, It 
is the only way the Portuguese have of getting the ANOP service to their small but 
diplomatically important former colonies of Guinea-Bissau--sandwiched between 
Senegal and Conakry--and the islands of Sao Tome and Principe in the Gulf of 
Guinea, opposite Gabon, The agreement was negotiated by Suleiman Valy Mamede, a 
member of the ANOP toard who, as head of Lisbon's Islamic community, played a 
leading role in improving Portugel's relations with the Arab world, Valy Mamede 
has been an active member of the international department of Portugal's Social 
Democratic Party (PSD), headed by Prime Minister Francisco Pinto Balsemao before 
he formed his government on 9 January, The communications link between Portugal 
and Morocco will be strengthenea by a new submarine cable to be laid between Lagos 
in the Algarve and the former Portuguese fortress of Asillah, south of Tangiers. 
Portugal's postal services will meet about 30 percent of the $25m cost under a 
contract signed in Lisbon this month with the Italian firm Italcable, France's 
Cables et Radio and the Moroccan postal services, Direct dialing between Portugal 
and Morocco will start in 1982, Trext] [London 8 DAYS in English 31 Jan 81 p 19] 
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QATAR 


COMPLETION OF COMPUTERIZED SWITCHBOARD, 2500 NEW TELEPHONE LINES 
Doha AL-RAYAH in Arabic 14 Dec 80 p 3 


[Article: "Minister of Transportation and Communication Inaugurates Electronic 
Telephone Switchboard; Introduction of 2500 New Telephone Lines Into Immediate 
Service") 


[Text] His Excellency the Minister of Transportation and Communication, ‘Abdallah 
bin Nasir al-Suwaydi, inaugurated the Doha central electronic telephone exchange 
on Wednesday, thereby accomplishing the directives of His Highness, Amir Khalifah 
bin Hamad Al-Thani, to extend telephone services to the entire country and to in- 
clude all cities and villages in the local and international network. 


Attending the opening was Ahmad ‘Ali Ma'rafih, the deputy minister of Transporta- 
tion and Communication, other high ranking officials of the ministry, members of 

the Directorate Board for the Qatar National Telephone Utility, and representatives 
of telephone directorates from a number of Arab gulf states. The minister conducted 
a tour of the new switchboard room, inspecting the equipment and its operation. 

He then issued an order introducing 2500 telephone lines into service. 


The deputy minister of Transportation and Communication, Ahmad ‘Ali Ma'rafih, 
stated that the introduction of the first stage with a capacity of 10,000 lines 
falls within the framework of the three-stage growth plan of the Qatar Nat ional 
Telephone Utility as authorized by the Cabinet. He added in his statement to the 
Qatar News Agency that the second stage in the project with a capacity of 10,900 
lines is expected to commence this coming February, and the third stage--with the 
same capacity--this coming September. 


The deputy minister pointed out that the ratio of the number of telephone lines in 
the country comes to 15 telephones for each 100 persons, and upon completion of 
the third stage of the telephone switchboard project the ratio will rise to 26 
telephones for each 100 persons, which is 5 times the international average of 5 
telephones for each 100 persons. 


New Services Provided by the Switchboard 


In a statement to A’-RAYAH Engineer Fu'ad ‘Abd-Al-Wahhab ‘Abbas, head of Engineer- 
ing Affairs in the Jire and Wireless Communications Directorate of the Ministry of 
Transportation and Communication, said that the new electronic telephone switchboard 
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technically amounts to a developmental atep in ite methed of operation and in the 
services it provides both to users and to the telephone utility. He explained 

that it provides the necessary informacion to issue bille to subscribers in detail 
by retaining the international telephone number that a user contacted, the date 

of the call, and the time of the call, thereby putting an end to the current com- 
plaint of some people of not having these statements. The computer attached to 

the new switchboard ensures against the occurence of errors in billing for inter- 
national calle, He added that the new switchboard will enable to user to switch a 
call to any other location in a very easy manner. By using a special button on the 
telephone, the caller will be able to use the phone as an alarm for awakening at 
any set hour. In addition to this the new switchboard is able to recognize the 
telephone number that any other telephone has called and--by means of the computer-- 
can quickly obtain all the information on the holder of any telephone number, such 
as his name, address, and occupation. 


Engineer Fu'ad "Abe al-Wahhab ‘Abbas said that the new switchboard takes u, a third 
of the space required by ordinary switchboards, thereby giving the telephone utility 
a huge savings in building costs. Also, throughout the work period the switchboard 
only needs three highly qualified technicians, whereas ordinary switchboards require 
between 10 and 12 technicians. Additionally, subscriber units in the outlying 
regions (which work as branch switchboards) do not need any employees for followup 
work or detecting errors and defects, since this will be done by means of the main 
switchboard computer. Additionally, errors and defects can be discovered rapidly 

by the new switchboard, which can establish the location and reasons for the errors 
or defects with high precision. The switchboard's special computer provides a 
number of other services, among them enabling the utility to cut off a subscribers 
line (in case of non-payment, for instance) from the directorate itself, without 

the need for technicians to go to the subscribers home. This is also what will 
happen in changing a telephone number. 


The head of engineering affairs in the Wire and Wireless Directorate concluded his 
statement by saying that with all the great advantages that the new switchboard 
provides its cost is less than that of a normal switchboard, apart from the fact 
that it uses a special type of cable--:alled an encoded pulse convertor--charac- 
terized by its being smaller and chearer than normal cables--axis cables--which 
are currently in use. 


9785 
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INTER“AFRICAN AFFALRS 


BRIEFS 


TELECOMMUNICATIONS CONFERENCE IN LUSAKA--Lusaka (Agencies)--Experts from six 
Southern African countries began a one-week meeting in Lusaka on Wednesday to 
discuss ways of coordinating and improving telecommunications services in the 
region, Zambia's Minister of State for Communications, Mr F.B, Chembe, described 
telecommunications infrastructure in Africa as the least developed in the world. 
He noted that Zambia had a common border of more than 1,000 kms with Angola but 
the two countries had to route telecommunications through London and Lisbon, 
"Literally the whole of Eastern and Southern Africa has no direct Link with 
Western (African) countries," he told delegates from Botswana, Lesotho, Malawi, 
Swaziland, Zambia and Zimbabwe. They said the meeting was one of a number stem- 
ming from the nine nation Southern African Development Summit Conference held in 
Lusaka last April. [Text] [Addis Ababa THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD in English 16 Jan 81 


p 6] 
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CONGO 


CORNERSTONE OF TELECOMMUNICATIONS NETWORK LAID 
Brazzaville BULLETIN QUOTIDIEN DE L'ACI in French 29 Dec 80 pp 7, 8 


[Excerpts] The ceremony for the laying of the cornerstone marl ing the beginning of 
construction work on the southwest microwave telecommunications system was held 
Saturday morning at the General Directorate of the ONPT [National Postal and Tele- 
communications Office], presided over by Col Denis Sassou-Nguesso, chairman of the 
Central Committee of the PCT [Congolese Labor Party], president of the republic and 
president of the Council of Ministers. 


In his speech, the general director of the ONPT, comrade Jean Insouli, described the 
operation that would officially begin with the laying of the cornerstone. 


The ONPT official recalled with satisfaction that the laying of the cornerstone of 
the Brazzaville-Pointe Noire microwave system has come a year after the official 
opening of the system linking Brazzaville to Owendo, Ouesso and Impfondo. 


He emphasized that the ceremony was symbolic "of the determination of the Congolese 
people, united behind their leaders, to ensure the harmonious economic development 
of the People's Republic of the Congo, which would depend on a total opening up of 
the country by means of communications." 


Work on the system is being done by the French Radio and Telephone Telecommunications 
Company (TRT), whose main office is in Paris. This company has concluded a contract 
costing 6,000,320,000 CFA francs with the Congolese Government. 


The contract covers: the cost of equipment, packing and transport to the site; 
assembly, installation and startup; technical assistance from the 12th to the 36th 
month; and the training of Congolese engineers and techiicians to use the equipment. 


Financing, through financial and buyer's credits, is being set up by the Interna- 
tional Bank for West Africa (BIAO) and the Credit Lyonnais. 


Work will take 18 months. The southwestern line (telephone, telex and television) 
will link Brazzaville with Pointe Noire, with branches to Sibiti from Mont-Belo, 
M'Binda in Gabon from Loubomo and Madingou-Kayes. 


Minister of Intormation Tsiba indicated that construction of the microwave relay 
system in the southwest was part of the gradual execution of our communications 
policy, "which is aimed at democratization of the telephone and national radio and 
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television coverage."’ The minister of information, posts and telecommunications 
emphasized the social role of the telephone and television. 


Speaking about the southwestern microwave relay system, Tsiba said that it presénts 
the advantage of relieving congestion on the Brazzaville-Pointe Noire coaxial cable 
and increasing the reliability of telephone and telex connections hetween the two 
cities. In addition, television wiil be carried under ideal technical conditions. 
The southwestern microwave relay system will serve the regions of Bouenza, Niari, 
Lekoumou and Kouilou. 


Patience is the mother of virtue and all things comes to those who wait. In just a 
short while longer, our people living in the southwestern area will hail the televi- 
sion images coming to them straight from Brazzaville, the capital. However, the 
image will not be carried one way only. The southwestern system will also be able 
to transmit television broadcasts done in the interior to Brazzaville. 


The southwestern telecommunications network now under construction and the northern 
system already in service are one link of PANAFTEL [Pan-African Telecommunications 
Network]. PANAFTEL is the culmination of all the efforts that every African countr: 
must make in carrying out major national communications systems. With no false 
modesty, we can say that these efforts are sizable in our country. Nor do we wish 
to preach, but to state quite simply that when the Congo of 5 February makes a pro- 
mise, it keeps it, and when President Denis Sassou-Nguesso speaks, he acts. 


11,464 
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ETHLOPLA 


BRIEFS 


TELECOMMUNICATIONS LINKS AUTHORIZED=-The Ethiopian Telecommunications Service Author=- 
ity has eatablished four microwave telecommunications networks in fulfillment of ite 
fifth development program. A telecommunications official noted that the necessary 
equipment has been ordered to create a radio communications link between Assab and 
Diibutl, in order to translate into deeds the agreement concluded between the two 
countries. It has also been envisaged to link Ethiopia and the Sudan, in accord- 
ance with the plan to extend telecommunications services throughout Africa. Sim- 
ilarly, the Government of Kenya is extending the telecommunications cable from 

Marea Moyala to Nairobi. [Text] [Addis Ababa in English to Neighboring Countries 

1530 GMT 3 Feb 81 EA) 
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MAURITIUS 


FRENCH AID TO DEVELOP BROADCASTING COMPANY DISCUSSED 
Port Louie THE NATION in French 21 Dec 80 p 3 


[interview with MBC General Manager Jean Delaitre, by THE NATION; date and 
place not given/ 





ftext/ “News reporte from MBC-TV tius Broadcasting 
ompany-Televiel could be illustrated with pictures 
received by satellite beginning 25 December or 1 January. 
The proper channel arrangements have been made and connect 
Cable and Wireless with the Malherbe station via John 
Kennedy College. French engineers are on the spot, and 
special equipment will be installed to receive the pro- 
Sected 1 8 in Forest Side, Images will be received 
from FR 3 (Paris) and VIS News (England) .” 


This is what MBC General Manager Jean Delaitre told THE NATION. He said it 
was not easy to carry out the project, even in the technical sphere. How- 
ever, the difficulties have been overcome, and Mauritian television viewers 
will be well served, 


In 1981, no fewer than 72 new filme will be shown on the emall screen, at 
least during the first 6 months. Additional orders will be placed in March 
and April for the second half of the year. 


Mr Delaitre believes that MBC-TV te doine ite best. About 45 percent of the 
provrams are prepared in Mauritius, and there is only one studio. Here thev 
work 20 hours ovt of everv 24, 


With reward to advertisine, the MBC general manager makes it a point to em- 
phasize that the covernment is refusing to increase subsidies. The adver- 
tisine clientele must be satisfied, but even here efforts are being made not 
to displease the public. Thus, during the showing of films in Hindustani, 
interruptions for advertising will occur only at half-hour intervals. 


[Question] MBC is being criticised for the quality of films in Hindustani. 
What do you have to say in that regard? 


ej 














* I maintain that the quality of those films is not in the least 
nferior to that of filme shown in movie theaters, Perhaps the filme are 
somewhat old, but it cannot be claimed that the quality is bad, 


MBC was paying film companies a certain sum to show two filme per week, but 

it received only one film every 3 weeks, The supply was quickly exhausted, 

After that, new negotiations were more difficult, The film companies wanted 
us to pay much more or even change the telecasting time. 


I plan to send a de .egation to India in January, The assistant manager will 


ao there to negotiate the import of filme in Indian lancuaces. That would 
be better. 


(Question? Will you tell us about your plans? 


[Anewer7 1 have just received a report from Paul Lanteri, an expert who 
came here last July to study our whole setup and the possibilities for reor- 
manigation. France is willing to help us and would give us 27 million ru- 
pees, if the Mauritian Government is willing to release just 2.5 million. 
Mr Lanteri is a technician from French Television System. Among other 
things, he recommends building a studio for televising news. The report has 
been sent on to the government. I am waiting. 


Juestion] What about radio? 


[Answer] MBC plans to convert to FM, which will improve the technical qual- 
ity of our transmissions. Most modern stations use FM. 


uestion/ Since we are on that point, is the presentation of newscasts 
ing criticized? 


[Answer] 1 know that mistakes are being made, and I am among those who do 
not want to see any more made. Moreover, work sessions are often held; in 
slang terms these are referred to as post-mortenms. 





I do not want in the least to justify them, but I must say that those who 
write these newscasts are often the same ones who read them. There is no 
supervisor at MBC as in the written press. Naturally, we must cradually 
eliminate mistakes. But if you read TELE SEPT JOURS DE FRANCE, you will 
note strong criticism. 


[Ruestion] Are you content with the work being done? 


[Answer] I believe that if we had been able, we would have done better. 
The staff works with devotion and loyalty. Our funds are quite limited. 


We wanted to ask the CEB /Central Electricity Board/ to be our collection 
amency for fees owed for the use of radio and television receivers. I hope 
that this plan will ve successful. A few million rupees per year is not a 
negligible sum, you must admit. 


AS6R 
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SOUTH AFRLUA 


BRIEFS 


CAPITAL RADIO SELLS MW TRANSMITTER--Capital Radio is to sell ite medium-wave 
transmitter at Herschel--the largest of its kind in the Southern Hemisphere, 
Technical Director Mr John van Hoogetraten said yesterday it was part of an 
expansion programme which would include the strategic siting of two emller MW 
tranemitters in the Transkei, They would be part of a four-point plan, The 

sale of the tranemitter, currently valued at around R2-million, would result in 
a cut of about R20 000 a month in operating and maintenance costs, The money 
from the sale would be put towards building the new transmitter installations, 
Phase one hinges around improving the MW signal to the Durban region, Phase two 
is aimed at improving the signal to East London and Port Elizabeth and this would 
have a ripple effect on improving MW Reception to Cape Town at night. Phases three 
and four involve investigations into improving the signal into the Reef and Free 
State regions, Capital, he said, had not given up hope of putting a strong Mi 
signal into these areas. He was confident of favourable results.--Citizen News 
Service, [Text] (Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 26 Jan 81 p 11) 
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SWAZ LLAND 


BRIEFS 


MORE POWER FOR SBS--Another major step towards making the Swaziland Broadcasting 
Service transmission heard throughout the country was taken yesterday with the 
hoisting of a 26 metre high transmission mast, The final height of the mast will 
be 60 metres, Among those at the hoisting ceremony at the SBS main transmission 
station on Hospital Hill were the Deputy Prime Minister, Sen, Ben Neibandze, left 
in our photo, Mr. A.R,. Shabangu, Permanent Secretary in the Deputy Prime Minister's 
Office, Mr. Wiegmann, a sub-contractor for the transmission masts and Mr, John 
Vilakazi, SBS Director. SBS is expected to be heard throughout the country by May 
or = this year. (Text) (Mbabane THE TIMES OF SWAZILAND in English 29 Jan 81 

p i 
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ZAMB LA 


RADLO RECEPTION POOR, 285 'DUPED' ~ K300,000 


Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 27 Jan 81 p 1 


(Text) 


cso: 
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RADIO reception in the 


transmitters t at 
K300,000 by Zambia 
Broadcasting Services 
were defective and un- 
operative. 


And ZBS needs about 
K40,000 to boost radio . 


missing. 

se aaniad' tn tie be was 
xcom master 
of State, Mr John Banda, was 
informed by Mir Saddi that 
there was nothing ZBS could 
do because the company the 


Uanamullers weic 
had gone into voluntary iors 
davon. 


aking in the presence of 
ZBS director-general, Mr 


Alport Phiri, Mr Saddi blamed 
the error on the Central Tender 
Board for ignoring professio- 


He 
board ignored professional 
advice, adding: “ tender 


to know why one transmitter 


the persistent minister to 
“realise’’ that for an equip- 
ment to increase capacity new 
components had to be fitted. 














ZAMB LA 


BRIEFS 


RADLO NEEDS K20 MILLION--Improvement of radio reception in the country would ccst 
an estimated K20 million, a Zambia Broadcasting Services spokesman said, The 
spokesman said with the completion of installation of regional station and upgrad- 
ing of Kitwe transmitters from 25 KW to 100 KW the radio reception had improved, 
(Text) (Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 29 Jan 81 p 5) 
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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


BRLEFS 


SWEDISH-NORSE TELECOMMUNICATIONS COOPERATION--It is now up to local Swedish-Norwegian 
cooperation groups to work out concrete provisions for reaching a cooperative 
arrangement between Norwegian and Swedish telecommunications districts in the border 
areas. This is the situation since the question of cooperation was discussed at a 
meeting in the Telecommunications Directorate Wednesday. At the meeting represen- 
tatives from the personnel organizations and the telecomnunications management in 

the concerned areas took part. The districts which will cooperate in the first stage 
are Sarpsborg and Uddevall, Kongsvinger and Kailstad, Trondheim and Ostersund. The 
intention is that such cooperation will make telecommunications services more effi- 
cient, so that, for instance, the waiting list for telephones here in Norway can 

be reduced. [Text] [Oslo ARBEIDERBLADET in Norwegian 26 Dec 80 p 12] 
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NORWAY 


BRLEFS 


TELECOMMUNICATIONS AGENCY RESTRUCTURING--The Telecommunications Agency in the course 
of 1981 intends to make the state's 27 telecommunications districts into independent 
economic units. The telecommunications districts will thereby have a significantly 
expanded authority, and management will to a larger extent be directed toward 
obtaining profitability of the concern. The function of the Telecommunications 
Directorate will be concentrated mainly on overall management by objectives, in 
which a number of management areas are included, such as production goals, 

service goals, technical quality goals, etc. The objective of the introduction 

of the new management principles into the Telecommunications Agency is mainly 

to increase the efficiency within all enterprises operated by the state. The 
Telecommunications Agency in many ways can be compared with a large industrial 
concern with a number of production firms, which produce and market telecommuni- 
cations products and services over the entire country. The management model 

the Telecommunications Agency is now introducing has many points of similarity 

with those used in large industries. Implementing these principles which are 

the foundations for this management model will promote improvement and simplifi- 
cation of the distribution of responsibility within the Telecommunications Agency, 
decentralizing of tasks, delegation of authority and a firmer economic direction. 
The management principles therefore will lay the ground for achieving a more 
effective management and for rational use of resources. [Text] [Oslo NORGES 
HANDELS 0G SJOFARTSTIDENDE in Norwegian 31 Dec 80 p 11] 
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